World Religious Leaders Call for a People’s Vaccine

As religious leaders, we have witnessed the personal stories behind the Covid statistics - we have, every
day, heard the cries, shared with us, of the suffering, the frightened, and the bereaved.

We have witnessed too the profound love shown by those working at the frontline, and by those who
have reached out to help their neighbours.

The Covid crisis has reminded us all of our interdependence, and of our responsibilities to care for one
another. We can each only be safe when all of us are safe. If one part of the world is left to suffer the
pandemic, all parts of the world will be put at ever-increasing risk.

The access of people to life-saving Covid-19 vaccines cannot be dependent on people’s wealth, status, or
nationality. We cannot abdicate our responsibilities to our sisters and brothers by imagining that the
market can be left to resolve the crisis or pretend to ourselves that we have no obligation to others in
our shared humanity. Every person is precious. We have a moral obligation to reach everyone, in every
country.

Right now, despite the incredible success in developing so many safe and effective vaccines in record
time, and the relief of seeing them being rolled out, with deaths starting to decline as a result, it pains us
greatly that access to the vaccines is so inequitable. Rich countries have been able to ramp up
vaccination efforts and secure doses whilst in most low- and middle-income countries vaccines are only
beginning to trickle in. At the current pace of vaccine production and distribution, people in much of the
world may not be vaccinated until at least 2024. The consequences for the poorest individuals, families,
and communities, will be devastating.

Neglect would undermine the dignity not only of those left behind, but also of those who have left them
behind.

This unprecedented public health crisis calls, above all, for global solidarity, for all people to stand
together as brothers and sisters. The same spirit of unity and common purpose that has driven scientists
to develop Covid-19 vaccines at breathtaking speed, that drives the care of those tending to the sick,
must also inspire the leaders of government, civil society and the private sector to massively ramp up
vaccine production so there are sufficient doses for every person in the world to be vaccinated.

We call on all leaders to reject vaccine nationalism and embrace a commitment to global vaccine equity.

As religious leaders, we join our voices to the call for vaccines that are made available to all people as a
global common good — a People’s Vaccine. This is the only way to end the pandemic.

Let us work together to build a more just and peaceful world.

To love is to take action.
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Rev. Erik Oland S.J., Provincial - Jesuits of Canada

Esther Mombo

Franck Janin, President, Jesuit Conference of European Provincials



42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

Franciscan Action Network

Rev. Fredrick Gilbert
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90. Most Rev Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross and Caithness and Primus of the Scottish

Episcopal Church
91. Right Reverend Dr Martin Fair, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

92. Mary Ellen Holohan,Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, Member of Congregational
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Community Network
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117. Richard Walters, The Pension Boards-United Church of Christ, Inc.

118. Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President, Union for Reform Judaism
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Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes
Rev. Ruth M. Brandon
Rev. Eugene Cho, President/CEOQ, Bread for the World

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church

154. The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America






